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Sy Have been frequently aſk- 
£ end Which is to be pre- 


PRES Or a Single Life? A Queſ- 
tion ret which many have run 
into Extremes, both on one Side and 
on the other. Nor have I ever ſeen 
any Treatiſe wrote upon it, which was 
Juſt, and agreeable to Holy Writ: And 
at the ſame time Short and ſo Plain that 
every Reader of a common Capacity 
might underſtand it. 

2. This has induced me to offer to 
thoſe and thoſe only, who ſtudy to 
have a Conſcience void of Once. 
what I find in Scripture on this Head ; 
and that in as brief and plain a Manner 
as I can. And I do it the rather, if 
haply I may cut off Occaſion from them 
that ſeek Occaſion againſt me, and who 
have ſo ſhamefully miſrepreſented what 


wt * . - £> #0 „% 
n 8 W444 7 * = N os 7 T/ 47 * . e 8 x v. V5 A +..48 N 
Fern IN * A Vs 
= 1 e E * 1, i $4 { A+ + TIF 1 8 Up gee” * * v v 4 


— 1 — 


_— 


| 
95 


oY Pp WIPE * © FB . 
1 * v- * 
1 * 1 4Y ; F; 
Me a, 3 * 


re. 


* 


m 1 — 2 F, " l - * 2. = = = 
| "i; +. 3 * J — 2 * Ls an, * „ 2 95 2 = = „ — 
þ F ba 7 3 


1 


have ſpoken on This, as indeed on all 
other Subjects, 

3. And Firſt, it is clear from Holy 
Writ, That no Man ought to forbid 
Marriage. Whoſoever they are that do 
this, they give heed to ſeducing Spirits 
and Dotirines of Devils (1 Tim. iv. 
1,3.) Have they not read, that he 
which made them, at the beginning 
made them Male and Female? And ſaid 
(even while they remain'd in Paradiſe) 
For this cauſe ſhall a Man leave Father 
and Mother and fhall cleave to his 
Wife? Therefore let no Man forbid 
what GOD hath ordain' d, leaſt he be 
found even to fight againſt GOD. 

4. Nor yet may any one deſpiſe Mar- 
riage. For this alſo is Fighting againſt 
GOD; who hath declared, Marriage 
ts honourable in all, in all Orders and 
Degrees of Men. ( Heb. xii. 4.) To un- 
dervalue therefore what GOD has pro- 
nounced Honourable, to think (much 
more to ſpeak) lightly of it, is an high 
Affront to the Majeſty of G OD, a 
bold Impeachment both of his Wit- 
dom and Truth. 

5. And as Marriage is Honourable, 
ſo, GOD himſelf being the Wit- 


n > nA * 4 9 8 i", , * — — 5 5 p 
WE 7 * 1 * "IX $0 n 

Fi; 2 3 L. ky a p 235 s * 5 — r I V 8 9 * . * ; 

- + > w - 5 BY 


— x22 — A . = ** - o x _— --- —— 3 
: | | E - 7 * — 
— * 3 —Y r * U 3 J Ta 4 4 _ _ 
1 n n n 2 , 
; ©» "In n : 1M 9 3 5 * - . by "S = 
be T -—4 KC - AD « = \ "= . « * "Fo * 2 
12 4 / 5 ST ALS oe en IH n PM 9 N 5 
k | * „ ** *C 1 4 
, a X 4 - | e as >. l . — * 
| 6 * 2 * 9 * 1 N. «7 7 * 
y 0 * * 4 = * 
| 2 7W | : « * 


8 
1 , 
A - 
n 4 ens 
- Ch 7 * * — 
* * CY 5 ö 3 . — 


S 
3 
q TRY 


n 
CL *»,>- 4 TCLIE 4 g » N ba p p 
F . R 
4 8 W.. „ renn 2 Nod * WM 9 AS, FP R 
- - — —— 4.4... a . : N * - | 8 f £ . 


« unſeemly Phraſe) this Worms Car- 


* * — 
+. 


N 2 Fd, n 
Mop wa Pt oO TEAR * 
Aa: IC I ORR” F * 8 $7 429% by 2 v 
pl A TE ER ee 5x 4 


RE mr — — — — 


[4] 


neſs, e Bed is Undefiled. Abſolutely 


groundleſs therefore is the fond Con- 


ceit of thoſe, who being w/e far a- BY 
bove what 1s written, attirm, “ That | 
* Adam fell before Eve was created; 


© that her Creation was the Conſe- 
* quence of his Fall; and that he 
* who before was neither Male nor 
Female, had then (to uſe their own 


e caſe hung upon him. To relate this 
Madman's Dream is ſufficiently to 
confute it: The whole proceeding on 
that utterly falſe Suppoſition, That 
there is ſome Inherent Turpitude, ſome Þz 
Moral Defilement in what GOD him- 
ſelf hath declared to be Undefiled. 

6. If any Doubt of this kind ſhould 
remain in thoſe who are actually en- 
caged in the Marriage State, St. Paul 


ſtrikes at the very Foundation of it, 1 
in thoſe plain, deciſive Words, De- N 
raud you not one the other, except 1! 51 
be with Conſent, for a time. (1 Cor. vii. „ 


5.) The Reaſon whereof he had given 
before: The Wife hath not Power of 
ber own Body but the Huſband; and 
likewiſe alſo the Huſband hath not 


Power 
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| * 
Power of his own Body, but the Wife. 


(v. 4.) Beware therefore, that under 
Pretence of greater Purity, or of In- 


i? ward, Particular Revelations, ſuppoſed 
| to be of GOD, Thou diſobey not an 
, Undeniable Command of GOD, given 

. in the Revelation of JEsUs CHRIST. 
7. Neither may Man put aſunder 


whom GOD hath joined, on any Pre- 

| tence whatſoever, We have a ſtand- 
ing Direction in this Cafe alfo (Matt. 
4 xix. 3, Sc.) That t is not lawful for 
a Man to put away his Wife (nor con- 
ſequently, a Wife her Huſband) ex- 
| cept only for the Cauſe of Adultery. 
5 However unholy the may be in other 
| Reſpects, it alters not the Caſe. The 
| Command of GOD is, Left not the 
Wife depart from the Huſband; and, 

Let nat the Huſband put away his 

Wife. (1 Cor. vii. 10, &c.) And again; 

* If any Brother (that is, Believer) hath 
a Wife that believeth not, (if he hath 

4 her now; otherwiſe, Let him not 
take her; Let him not on any Terms 
be unegually yoked with an Unbeliever ) 
and ſhe be pleas'd to dwell with him; 
tet him not put her away, And the 
A 3 Woman 
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Women which hath an Huſtand that 
beheveth not, if he be pleas d to dwell 
with ber, let her not leave him. All 
that can be allow'd on either Hand 
is this, If the Unbeliever will depart 
let him depart, U.11,12, 13.15. 
8. Thus are the Common Queſtions 
relating to a Marriage State, decided 
by the Oracles of GOD. And all 
this is perfectly conſiſtent with thoſe 
Words of our Bleſſed Lord, (when 
bis Diſciples ſaid unto him, if the Caſe 
of the Man with his Wife be fo, it 


7s not good to marry;} All Men cannot 


receive this Saying, fave they to whom 
it is given. For there are ſome Eu- 
nuchs which were ſo born, from thetr 
Mother's Womb; and there are ſome, 
which were made  Eunuchs of Men : 
And there be Eunuchs which have 
made themſelves Eunuchs (have abſtain'd 
from Marriage all their Lives, have re- 
main'd Single 'till Death) for the King- 
dom of Heaven's Sake, He that is 
able to receive it, lei him receive it, 
Matt. xix. 10, c. 

Indeed the Romiſh Writers in ge- 


neral affirm of This, That it is a 
; Counſel, 


E 


Counſel not a Command,” But their 
whole Doctrine of © Evangelical Coun- 
ſels, contradiſtinguiſh'd from Divine 
Commands,” is plainly deſigned to make 
Way for a ſtill worſe Doctrine, That 
of Works of Supererogation, It 1s 
our Duty (ſay they) to keep the Cam- 
mands of GOD; To keep the Conunſels 
is Supererogation. But we allow of no 
ſuch Diſtinction as this; becauſe we 
find it not in Holy Writ, It has no 
Place in Scripture. And leaſt of all, 
here. For the Word 1s Peremptory, 
xo ro. Let him receive it, (Not, 
He may receive it, if he vill.) How 
could a Command be more clearly 
exprelt ? 

10. But an eſſential Difference be- 
tween this and many other Commands 
of GOD (and perhaps the fame may 
be remark'd concerning all thoſe which 
they term Evangelical Counſels) is, That 
it is not a General Command to All 
but a Particular one, to a Particular 
Claſs of Men. And who theſe are, is 
ſpecified in the Text. They are (the 
& Suyayuzru yoear) Thoſe who are able to 
receive it: Thoſe to whom it is given; 


thoſe 
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thoſe who have received this Gift 

of GOD. 

11. All Men (as our Lord had obſery'd 

before) cannot receive this Saying : But 
they, and they only, 79 voin jt is gi- 

ven, by the Giver of every Good and , 
Perfect Gift: And an unexceptionable 
Paraphraſe on this Saying of his Lord, 
we have in St. Paul's Words to the 
Corinthians. It is good for a Man not 
fo touch a Weman. Nevertheleſs, to 
avoid Fornication, let every Man have 
his own Wife, and let every Woman 
| have her own Huſband. (1 Cor. vii. 
I, 2.) I would that all Men were even as 
T myſelf. But every Man hath his pro- 
per Gif? of GOD. (v. 7.) I jay there- 

ore to the unmarried and Widows, it 
1s good for them if they abide even as 
T. But if they cannot contain, let 
them marry, for it 1s better to marry 
than to burn, d. 8, 

12. Hence it plainly appears, That 
they who were able to receive this Sav- 
ing, are they 0 whom Continence 7s 
given; they who having /s Gift of 
GOD, can avoid Fornication, tho they 
abide even as the Apoſtle, They 2 | 

; able 
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able to recerve it, who neither marry 
nor burn ; who can keep themſelves pure 
in a ſingle Life: Who know, even in 
this State, how 20 poſſeſs their Veſſel in 
Sanctification ond Honour, without any 
Uncleanneſs, either in Act or Deſire; 
being undefiled both in Body and Spirit. 
13. But who are able to keep 
themſelves thus pure?“ I anſwer, Eve- 
ry Believer in CHuRIsT: Every one 
who hath living Faith zn the Name 
of the only begotten Son of GOD. And 
herein we ſpeak the Things which we 
know, and can prove by a Cloud of 
Witneſſes. Whoever finds Redemption 
ir his Blood, in that Hour receives this 
Gift of GOD. Luſt then vaniſhes 
away: And if they that are born of 
GOD, keep Fn ay ſhall never re- 
turn. So long that Wicked one touch- 
eth them not. He may tempt ; but he 
annot prevail. But if the Believer 
keep not himſelf, if he do not watch 
unto Prayer, if he do not loo unto 
Jusus Day and Night, he will ſoon be 


weak again, and like another Man. 


He hath caſt away the Gift of GOD. 
Then, 0 avoid Fornication, let him 
marry 
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marry (unleſs he have Confidence that 
he ſhall ſoon recover it) for 1g is better 
to marry than to burn. 

14. So then be that marrieth (in this 
Caſe) doth tell. But he that, having 
no Neceſſity, marrieth not, doth better: 
The Ground and Reafon of which the 
Apoſtle lays down at large in the Words 
that follow. I wwou'd have you without 
Carefulneſs (You that are able to re- 
ceive this Saying.) Now he that is un- 
married, careth for the Things of the 
Lord, how he may pleaſe the Lord. But 
he that is married, careth for the Things 
that are of the W. orld, how he may pleaſe 
his Wife. There ts Difference alſo be- 
tween a Wife and a Virgin, The un- 
married Woman careth for the Things 
of the Lord, that ſhe may be Holy both 
in Body and in Spirit. But ſhe that 1s 
married careth for the Things of the 
World, how ſbe may pleaſe her Huſband. 
And this I ſpeak for your Profit—that 
you may attend upon the Lord without 

Diiſtraction, v. 32, 35. 

15. Art thou called then, being 
bound? Doſt Thou hear the Voice of 
GOD, being already in a married State? 
Fear 
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Fear not, Gop will ſupport thee therein. 
But if thou mayſt be free, uſe it rather. 
If Thou art bound unto a Wife, ſeek 
not to be looſed. But if Thou art looſed 


from a Wife, ſeek not a Wife, Thou 


art called to endure Hardſhip as a good 
Soldier of JEsUs CHRIST. Now 10 
Man that warreth (as the Apoſtle elſe- 
where obſerves) 2 Tim. ii. 4. intan- 
gleth himſelf with the Affairs of this 
Life: No wiſe Man; but rather /ayeth 
afide every Weight, that he may run 
with Patience the Race ſet before him; 
that he may have only one Thing to care 
for, To pleaſe Him who hath choſen him 
to be a Soldier; to fight the Good Fight 
of Faith, and lay hold on Eternal Life! 

16. Whoſoever therefore thou art, 


who canſt ſay, The Life I now live, I 


live by Faith in the Son of GOD; Be- 
ing juſtified freely I have Peace with 
GOD, thro my Lord x Sus CHRIST; 
T have Redemption in his Blood, the Re- 
miſſion of my Sins: Know the Liberty 
wherewith CHRIST hath made Thee 
free, and ſtand Thou faſt therein. Be- 
ware Thou be not intangled again, in 


tooliſh and hurtful Luſts, Thou art 
now 
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now able to receive this Saying. Be 
Thou therefore ſober, and watch unto 
Prayer. Be not highminded but fear, 
Keep thy Heart with all Diligence, that 
thou loſe not the Gift of GOD. Bleſ- 
ſed art Thou, if Thou continueſt as an 
Eunuch jor the Kingdom of Heaven's 
Sake. Thou mayſt well rejoice, ſeeing 
it is given to Thee, 70 be without Care- 


fulneſs. Be excceding glad; ior Thou 


art able to attend upon the Lord with- 
out Diſtraction. And ſee Thou caſt 
not away, neither {ſell at any Price, the 
Privilege which GOD hath given Thee. 

Care Thou only for the Things of the 
Lord, how Toou mayſt be Holy both in 
Body and in Spirit. Let thine Eye be 
always unto Him who .hath declared, 

Verily, verily I jay unto You, there is 
no Man <oho hath left Father or Mother, 

or Wife or Children, — for my Name's 
Sake, but he ſhall receive an Hundred 
Feld, now in this preſent Time, and in 
the World to come, Eterna! Life. 
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